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RKOPPZL: Most Awericans hsve never hearf of [i. ZIvern few
Suriname, & northert meighbor of Brazil wedged beiween Gu
beer allracting & £z:ir amounl of internaliomal altention

cclonial backwaler until 1075, Iis govermment is Ilirtin
Kicaraguans anc just & couple of moniths ago signec & frie

[T

is only & 1ipy couniry wilh & populalion of fewer than 40

s little larger than Georgiaz, bul in the current politica

frienc of Ficel (astro is viewed a5 part ¢f 2 larpesr trou

South Amer:ic: anc The ridbean, i ths! kinc of climate, as Lar) Pernsiess rounu oul:
in this exclusive Teport, lhe Reagan sdminisiralior wWas ready tc Lurn conce-n intc
aciion by

BIRNSTZIN: Pres:dent Reagan latl Vear suthorizec the Ceniral Inlellipence Agenmcy to
underTake coverl aclioms simed &f- overthrowing the government o The tiny South
American stste of Suriname. The ratiomale of Lbe president and the Cli to jusiify

such act: 7‘3?nau Suriname's nilitary leader, 5 former physical edutstion insisuttor
nawmec !!l=22 boulerse, was leacing his couniry toward the arms of Fidel Cast-o. That
was lasl winter in December. 4t reguirec by lav, Central intelligence Agency Director
Williao Casey went tc Capito) EBill 1o inforz the House anc Senate intlelligence
Commitiee:r ©f the ;nbenn-ng ope alion, & mulii=milliics dells T Piap Io creasle =
paraz;-itar, force cf exiles Ifron Suriname Ic overpower ihe coua.rv‘s army anc toppl
Boulerse, bul according to coug* ssiomal sources, ibe acmimisiralion'
Full=scale -evclt ol boih commiilees by Democrai: ancd Repubdli:cans alike. Ine threzt
1o bexispheric secur:ity, tite€ by the Presidenl anc the Cix,

simply €i€ noi exist, tThe
congressmes arguel. EIvidente that Lasire was manipulsling lthe govermment in Surinawe

or gaining & mililary foclhold in the couniry wae Virtuzlly nonexistent, thev teld

Plar caused =

Casev. zou;e’se hac¢ przisec Casirec, z))lowec the Cuban: & weli-stafied embassv in
Surizmame 's capital) bul liTile more. Wrong., savs Surinamese political commentzier Frec

in
Cubans hsve been vis:iiling Suriname afler Boulerse tTook over. They're advising
Boulerse. Thev're advising lhe minister of cullure anc mobilizslion hov te ifesch the
Surinape pecple hov ic make @ revolulion. They azre advising, givinmg military advice
to boulerse.

“Erle, Dov an exilec leader ©f the Louncil tec Liberate Suriname. ’RED‘hARTZ: Tne

ls s2yv Lnhey lack such specific infcermation.

gr: happen. "_D IRL: (Unger Secretary cf
nis woulc be an exlension of the luban-:sivie

telzlilarian regimes lhal i5 emwerging in Suriname, Lhai we can'l be sure vei.

EZRNSTZIIN:  Amer:icas intelligence officisa
They were anc are concernel aboul whal =i
. Defense): We are Ceerly concernec that L}

lﬂ

BZRNETZIIN: Within & week of the CIs Cireclor's appescance before the House

i lligence Comzitiee, Ch.-rz ; LOWarc Bolanc hafC writlen ihe t-esident that Dembers
virivally umanimour in opposition to the Cli's plans. The Sensle commiTiee siso
informec the president of ils Vebement anc unilec oppositicn. The admi inistralion had
become Iolally parancic about Caslro, members tolc Casey, seeking confreniziion with
the Cubans st almost every turn in the Awericas. Things hac gone toc far. Afler
listening 1o Lhe odjections of the House commiTiee, Casev szic the Cli woulc
neveriheless po aheac wilh :its plans. The lsv reguires onlv tha
intelligence comziiiees be :nformed cf cover: atiions
1o veic such operations, bul when Casey ran inic z s
Senale coxmitilee as ell, he anc lne Wnile Bouse ce;
Severz] weeks lzter Llhe ccngressicﬂal comzililees wer
fer overthrowing the government in Suriname Lac been

cengressional

The comzillees have no power

olic wzll ©f opposition on =
ortec!y began reconsidering.

e informec by Casey that the plans
wilhdravn, anc members seewm
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